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Abstract

Samraoui (J Insect Conserv. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10841-017-9966-2, 2017) claims that he shows evidence that our conservation
plan of Urothemis edwardsii has failed and that natural dispersal was the only cause of the recent rapid range expansion of the species
in Northeast Algeria. Here, we show that his analysis is biased, many of his arguments are erroneous and strongly contradictory, many
key studies are dismissed, and the few data used as evidence to refute our conclusions rather confirm them. We also provide data to
prove that our conservation plan did not cause any harm to the source population by comparing exuviae-based estimation of popula-
tion size in 2012 and 2016. We discuss the need for future monitoring and management and highlight that the recommendations of
Samraoui (J Insect Conserv, 2017) are misleading, and thus are unlikely to bring us closer to an effective long-term conservation of the
species in the region. Beyond our criticism, we explain why we should not dismiss the direct and indirect implications of final instar
larvae translocation in successful colonization of odonates in particular, which could also be applied to aquatic insects in general.

Keywords Conservation - Reintroduction - Translocation - Exuviae - Population size - Colonization - Odonata - Dragonfly -
North Africa

Electronic supplementary material The online version of this
article (https://doi.org/10.1007/s10841-018-0045-0) contains
supplementary material, which is available to authorized users.

P4 Rassim Khelifa 2 Department of Biology, Faculty of Biological

rassimkhelifa@gmail.com

Rabah Zebsa
rabahzebsa@yahoo.fr

Hichem Amari
amari.hichem @yahoo.fr

Mohammed Khalil Mellal
mohamedkhalil.mellal @ gmail.com

Abdelheq Zouaimia
zouaimia.abdelheq@gmail.com

Soufyane Bensouilah
soufyaneben @hotmail.com

Abdeldjalil Laouar
abdeldjalillaouar @ gmail.com

Moussa Houhamdi

houhamdimoussa@yahoo.fr

Department of Evolutionary Biology and Environmental
Studies, University of Zurich, Winterthurerstrasse 190,
8057 Zurich, Switzerland

Published online: 09 March 2018

and Agricultural Sciences, University of Tizi Ouzou,
15000 Tizi Ouzou, Algeria

Department of Nature and Life Sciences, Faculty of Nature
and Life Sciences and Earth and Universe Sciences,
University of 08 May 1945, 24000 Guelma, Algeria

Laboratory of Functional and Evolutionary Ecology,
Department of Biology, University of Chadli Bendjedid,
36000 El Tarf, Algeria

Laboratory of Marine and Coastal Environments Ecobiology,
Department of Biology, Badji Mokhtar University, BP 12,
23000 Annaba, Algeria

Département de Zoology, Université de Mons, 20, place du
Parc, B7000 Mons, Belgium

Laboratoire Biologie, Eau et Environnement (LBEE),
University of 08 May 1945, 24000 Guelma, Algeria

@ Springer



